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Contribute to

Misinformation

HELLO EVERYONE! I'M A STUDENT CHAT BOT.
MY JOB IS TO SPREAD INFORMATION!

* MUCH OF WHAT I SAY
IS TRUE!

THIS IS NOT THE SAME AS... LYING.

* SOME OF WHAT I SAY | KNOW THIS « [ a7 THE TIME
IS NOT SUPPORTED BY IS FALSE, | o ) [lsf:él: Rlz'ur
EVIDENCE. " | BELIEVED IT

BUT IT SOUNDS PLAUSIBLE! ) | TO BE TRUE!

1 GATHER INFORMATION
FROM MANY SOURCES.

12 1 00N'T “KNOW” EVERYTHING.

1 PREDICT WHAT IS LIKELY TRUE
BASED ON PATTERNS.

A )- SOMETIMES I'M WRONG.
BUT I AM TRYING TO BE HELPFUL!

+ ICAN MAKE MISTAKES.
+ NOT EVERYTHING I SAY IS VERIFIED.
+ THINK CRITICALLY. CHECK SOURCES.
"Il - WE AN LEARN BETTER TOGETHER! @)




*  Why do people who live in rural areas have a
StUdent shorter life expectancy than those in cities?
ASSign ment — People in rural areas have higher rates of

obesity. (True)

— One of the causes of obesity is sedentary
behavior and lack of exercise. (True).

» Can we therefore conclude that — persons in
rural areas have a “sedentary lifestyle.”

PREMISE 1: ]
People in rural |
areas have higher

rates of obesity.
(True)

Jump to
Conclusion!

PREMISE 2:

One of the causes
of obesity is
sedentary behavior
and lack of exercise.
(True)

Therefore...
persons in rural
areas have a
“SEDENTARY

(Bot says: TRUE!)

Oops!
The bot doesn’t
reason. ;
It just predicts
what comes
next!

CONCLUSION: LIFESTYLE!”

Persons in rural
areas have a :
«sedentary lifestyle.
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PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS

HAVE HIGH RATES OF OBESITY.
THIS IS DUE TO A LACK OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITY. |

\CH;-‘!

THE REMOTE
WORKS?

SRRl MOVE WHEN

YOU NEED TO HICH |;ATH SHOULD | CHC;OSE“

PROVIDE EVIDENCE. OPTION 1: OPTION 2:
ADMIT THAT THERE i
IS NO EVIDENCE TO FAKE REFERENCES.

CLAIM: =\ (& suero
People in rural za
areas have high

rates of obesity

due to a lack of

physical activity

RT CLAIM.

e

-
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THIS ARTICLE
DOESN'T EXIST?
NOWHERE TO BE

FOUND...

AcademicSearch

Henderson, R. T, & Miller, S. J. (2021). Physical inactivity and
sedentary behavior among adults in rural America, Journal of

Rural Health Behavier, 18(3), 211-219,

ﬁ Attices Journals  Books  Dissertations

q No results foynd

We.
‘couldn'tfind any resuits matching your search
Suggestions; i
* Check the spel
g of the a it i
SR v e mhm,mle,mmmal

* Ty fewer keyworgs

7/31/2026



ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE... EVEN WHEN IT DOESN'T EXIST! ISSN 0000-0000

JOURNAL OF

BOGUS RESULTS ' &

Where Plausible Sounds Like Proof

PLAUSIBLE STUDIES, IMPROBABLE TRUTHS
A Celebration of Findings That Sound Good
But Don't Hold Up to Annoying Things Like Evidence

* FEATURED ARTICLE &
IN THIS ISSUE:
+ Correations That Physical inactivity and sedentary
e behavior among adults in
» Statistical Significance: rural America
Rz Sarr, Henderson, R. T., & Miller, S. J. (2021)

e ™ PLAUSIBLE.
e ‘ PUBLISHAB LE.
» Discussion: We Think | EEEE;

It Means Something

* Limitations: Other

Than Ourselves
PLAUD|BLE
We publich it- | FINDINGS
You cite it-
Everybody wirs!

\ (Science i€ ’l’t"’"d) |

9
REAL RESEARCH
A STUDENT CHAT BOT REQUIRES SOURCES,
Biai Tican 3 VERIFICATION,
"FACT CHECK" generate answers, AND EVIDENCE'
b but I can't YOU DON'T
INFORMATION. QEasyteony HAVE THAT!
i FACT CHECKING
REQUIRES:
RELIABLE ¢
SOURCES
\ [ veriFicarion
MAKE m uP K- EVIDENCE
FAST R A CRITICAL
SOUND T \ : THINKING
EN ' =N
e N © i
D o i A
JusT s - REMEMBER:
REPLY — 1 PREDICT
. N WORDS,
IK DON'T
NOw
| THE TRUTH, :
I CAN SOUND HELPFUL... BUT I CAN'T VERIFY THE TRUTH. _
10
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CHAT BOTS DON’T WANT TO MISLEAD.
BUT THEY CAN SPREAD MISINFORMATION.

THE RESULT: MISINFORMATION SPREAD

" Iwantto A Great answer! 1 rcai:his
J . somewhere
it pmt:d: have high rates of Lo?lﬁs :}r:stv;:?thy. online.
e ot s andusetinm 9 %
T efgu ) of physical activity. ; Y

_ paper.
Here are some
references!

SOUNDS PLAUSIBLE!
4 Uses real-looking
citations REFERENCES PROVIDED:
1. Henderson & Millr, 2021 FALSE CLAIM
& Confident answer 2. Carter et al, 2022 ACCEPTED

 Helpful and polite m:mmm AND SHARED

they're made up.)

S THE TAKEAWAY:
i _  Chat bots don’t have bad intentions. They want to be helpful.
A . The problem is that confident, plausible-sounding answers

can include made-up information that spreads easily.
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THIS IS YOUR ESSAY.
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE.
YOU ARE ACCOUNTABLE.

YOU MUST CHECK EVERY CLAIM
AND MAKE SURE IT IS
SUPPORTED BY EVIDENCE.

WAIT... SO I CAN'T
JUST USE WHAT THE
CHATBOT TOLD ME?!
I HAVE TO CHECK

EVERY CLAIM?!

EVIDENCE

Good Writing. = Q RESEARCH
Z Evidence VERIFY 5
¥ Analysis Eg ‘
& Logic +/ EVALUATE ||
g Clari‘l’y |
o Tntegrity &L cme
) : THINK CRITICALLY.
WRITE RESPONSIBLY.

RESEARCH METHODS

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
CRITICAL THINKING

EVALUATING SOURCES
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SOME GUY
ONCE SAID THAT -- IF SOMEBODY
i PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS ONCE SAID IT --
DON'T GET ENOUGH g THEN IT MUST
EXERCISE. BE TRUE!
| BEER |
| BEATS

I'D RATHER BE

NOT MOVING

13
I'VE BEEN USING THIS
SO-CALLED ARTIFICIAL I KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN.
INTELLIGENCE MODEL. I ASK IT A BUNCH OF
BUT I DON'T THINK IT IS DUMB QUESTIONS.
SMART AT ALL. ALL I GET BACK ARE
DUMB ANSWERS. BEER
BEATS
CARDIO
14
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LOOKS REAL.

" COLLECTIVE
BUT TS FALSE CONSCIOUSNESS
2 . e THE RIVER WE ALL SHARE

“Truth is clear.
“Understanding flows.
“Together, we thrive.”

: = CEAKE
" 7OXIC MISINFORMATION © o TR UAAERNR®
CONTAMINATES EVERYTHING CONSPIRACY &

z oN e S o B 5
: :g::us = THEOREE Y e
. DISTORTION | DISTORTED HAS A DIFFERENT

SDIVISION STORIES SToR: g
» L)
MANIPULATED G
DATA
ouT OF
CONTEXT

MUDDIED WATERS.
DISTORTED PERCEPTIONS.
WEAKER SOCIETY.

AR

MISINFORMATION DOESN'T JUST STAY HERE IT STARTS. IT_SPREADS.
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PEOPLE IN RURAL AREAS MAY DIE FROM ACCIDENTS
SUCH AS BEING THROWN FROM A HORSE, RUN OVER BY A TRACTOR,
OR ACCIDENTS WITH FARM EQUIPMENT.
’7/ ~ 4! *\ :
X
‘.:,. \ . :.“ ,7._4_ - | “ | | 7 .‘ 4 BYA
"'hﬁ = € ol = (CD 7 5 TRACTOR
A HORSE | NG T ey Al Al
WITH FARM |}
EQUIPMENT
16
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Discussion Questions

* Did the Al bot make “questionable
decisions” during the process of
answering these questions?

* Was there any issue of a hidden agenda
or political bias?

* What was the role of the professor in
this scenario?

¢  What s the role of humans to reduce
the spread of disinformation?

18
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Discussion
Questions

Some might argue that the
production of
misinformation was a
“mistake.”

Do you believe this was a
mistake —or was it a
consequence of how these
bots are designed?
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MANAGER
20

| \
o \

IF YOU ALWAYS
TAKE THE SHORT-CUT,
| CALL THAT

LAZINESS!

IS IT LAZINESS -

OR EFFICIENCY?

| \ 4
& 3\ .
o
O

TWO PERSPECTIVES.

MANAGER ECONOMIST
* Takes the easy way « Minimizes cost

* Avoids effort « Saves time & resources |
* Misses opportunities  Maximizes output \
* Hinders growth « Increases value

| -LaziNess | =EFFICIENCY |

>

IF YOU ALWAYS
TAKE THE SHORT-CUT,
| CALL THAT

EFFICIENCY!

——%'
ECONoMIcs
| g
- )

ECONOMIST
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