Lasting Results of the Civil War
Ever wonder why we display flags and memorialize fallen solders just as summer gets under way?
Flowers, that's why.
The first memorial days were group events organized in 1865 in both the South and North, by black
and white, just a month after the war ended. Quickly evolving into an annual tradition, these
"decoration days" were usually set for early summer, when the most flowers would be available to lay
on headstones.
Decoration days helped the torn nation heal from its wounds. People told — and retold — their war
stories, honored the feats of local heroes, reconciled with former foes.
After World War I, communities expanded the holiday to honor all who have died in military service,
although the official national observance didn’t begin until 1971.
We hold certain rights to be sacred.
Think of these three amendments to the U.S. Constitution, all ratified within five years of the end of
the Civil War:
•

•

•

13th Amendment (1865). Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. ...
14th Amendment (1868). Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein
they reside. ...
15th Amendment (1870). Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude. ...

Before the Civil War, the concept of liberty and justice for all meant little unless you were white and
male. Going beyond the abolition of slavery, the 14th and 15th amendments were the first extensions
of citizenship and voting rights to minority groups.
We see war "up close and personal."
The Civil War was the first war in which people at home could absorb battle news before the smoke
cleared. Eyewitness accounts by reporters and soldiers were relayed via telegraph to the country's
2,500 newspapers, printed almost immediately and then read voraciously by citizens desperate to
know how their boys were faring. The Civil War created a tradition of intimate war reportage that is
still with us today.
Photography, still in its infancy, was not yet a part of the daily news cycle. But the Civil War was the
first such conflict recorded by photographers (the most famous of whom was Mathew Brady).
The Civil War paved the way for Americans to live, learn and move about in ways that had seemed all
but inconceivable just a few years earlier. With these doors of opportunity open, the United States
experienced rapid economic growth. Immigrants also began seeing the fast-growing nation as a land
of opportunity and began coming here in record numbers.
For many years Southern lawmakers had blocked the passage of land-grant legislation. But they
weren't around after secession, and in 1862 Congress passed a series of land-grant measures that
would forever change America's political, economic and physical landscape:
•

The First Transcontinental Railroad. Also known as the "Pacific Railroad," the world's first
transcontinental line, built between 1863 and 1869, was at least partly intended to bind
California to the Union during the Civil War. To build the line, the Union Pacific and Central

Pacific railroads were granted 400-foot rights-of-way plus 10 square miles of governmentowned land for every mile of track built.
•

•
•

Homesteading in the West. The Homestead Act, enacted in 1862, provided that any adult
citizen (or intended citizen who had never borne arms against the U.S. government) could be
granted 160 acres of surveyed government land after living on it — and making improvements
to it — for five years. The land-grant college system.
The Morrill Land Grant Act authorized the sale of public lands in every state to underwrite the
establishment of colleges dedicated to the "agricultural and mechanical arts." It also required
the teaching of military tactics. In time, the new law would give rise to such institutions of
higher learning as Michigan State, Texas A&M and Virginia Tech.

BEGINNING OF MODERN MEDICINE
The Civil War began during medieval medicine's last gasp and ended at the dawn of modern
medicine. Each side entered the war with puny squads of physicians trained by textbook, if at all.
Four years later, legions of field-tested doctors, well-versed in anatomy, anesthesia and surgical
practice, were poised to make great medical leaps.
•

•
•

The nation's first ambulance corps, organized to rush wounded soldiers to battlefront hospitals
and using wagons developed and deployed for that purpose, was created during the Civil War.
The idea was to collect wounded soldiers from the field, take them to a dressing station and
then transport them to the field hospital.
Doctors laid out the hospitals as camps divided into well-defined wards for specific activities
such as surgery and convalescence. Women flocked to serve these hospitals as nurses.
Before the war, most people received health care at home. After the war, hospitals adapted
from the battlefront model cropped up all over the country. The ambulance and nurses' corps
became fixtures, with the Civil War's most famous nurse, Clara Barton, going on to establish
the American Red Cross. Today's modern hospital is a direct descendant of these first medical
centers.
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The Effects on Black Americans - Discrimination
By 1900 Southern whites had found the following ways to evade the 14th and 15th amendments; 1)
Poll tax 2) Literacy test 3) Grandfather clause 4) Democratic party denied membership to Blacks
and kept them from voting (KKK, Knight of the White Camelia, The Southern Cross 5) Jim Crow laws
enacted . 6) Sharecropping
Beginnings of Education for Blacks in the South Howard, Fisk Tuskegee
Diversification
“The New South” – raising new crops – fruits, vegetables, soybeans and peanuts
Carpet and steel industries – not relying only on agriculture.

